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TAGS: SREF, LA 

SUBJECT: BENEFITS AVAILABLE TO LAO REFUGEES 

REF: A. UDORN 284 B. STATE 12010 

1 . RE QUERY REF A, LAO REFUGEES WHO OBTAIN CONDITIONAL EN- 
TRY OR REGULAR IMMIGRANT VISA ARE ENTITLED TO SAME BENE- 
FITS AS LAO PAROLED INTO US. 

2. LAO REFUGEE IS DEFINED AS INDIVIDUAL WHO LEFT LAOS BE- 
CAUSE OF THREAT OF COMMUNIST DOMINATION AND HAS SINCE NOT 
BEEN FIRMLY RESETTLED IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY. LAO REFUGEE 
ALSO DEFINED AS CITIZEN OF LAOS ABROAD IN TEMPORARY STATUS 
AT TIME OF COMMUNIST TAKEOVER WHO CAN BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE 
BEEN STRANDED ABROAD AS RESULT OF THAT EVENT AND WHO HAS NOT 
SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN FIRMLY RESETTLED. 

3. IF SUCH REFUGEES LACK FUNDS FOR TRANSPORTATION, ICEM IS 
AUTHORIZED TO MOVE THEM TO AIRPORT NEAREST SPONSOR S RESI- 
DENCE, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY ENTER US ON BASIS OF PA- 
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RANGE TRANSPORTATION FOR SUCH REFUGEES WITHOUT PRIOR APPROV- 
AL FROM DEPARTMENT. 

4. IF REFUGEES REQUIRE ASSISTANCE FROM VOLAG, THEY WILL BE 
ASSIGNED TO A VOLAG AND A RESETTLEMENT GRANT PAID THE VOL- 
AG AS IN THE CASE OF OTHER LAO REFUGEES UNDER THE CONTRACT- 
UAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH VOLAGS FOR THE LAO PROGRAM. IN CASE 
OF EACH FAMILY GROUP, POST SHOULD SUBMIT BRIEF REPORT SUP- 
PORTING DETERMINATION THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE BONAFIDE LAO 
REFUGEES. 

5. AS FOR BENEFITS UNDER 1975 INDOCHINESE MIGRATION AND 
REFUGEE ASSISTANCE ACT MENTIONED REF B BILLS HAVE NOW BEEN 
INTRODUCED INTO BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS TO AMEND ACT TO IN- 
CLUDE LAO. UNTIL BOTH AUTHORIZATION AND APPROPRIATION 
BILLS ARE AMENDED, HOWEVER, LAO WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
SPECIAL BENEFITS PROVIDED UNDER ACT. INGERSOLL 
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